
Burbage Parish Council 
Notes of the Burbage Annual Parish Meeting held on 

Thursday 23 May 2019 
at 7.00pm in the Village Hall Burbage 

 
 

PRESENT: Cllrs Colling (in the chair), Blanchard, Pearce, Terry, Andrew Wheeler, Chris 
Wheeler, Joyce Turner (Clerk), Cllr Stuart Wheeler, Gavin Ketchen, PCSO Paul 
Whiteside, Allan Masey, Andrew Gordon, Chris Stewart, Dawn Wilson, and 19 
members of the public 

 
1 Chairman’s introduction 
 Parish Council achievements 
 Councillor Colling welcomed everyone to the meeting, and introduced the new Parish 

Councillor, Councillor Tom Blanchard. Councillor Colling then presented details of the Parish 
Council finances for 2018/19, showing where the income had come from, and how it had 
been spent during the year. The full pack of slides is attached. 
The Parish Council is actively looking at installing CCTV cameras on all the exit roads from 
Burbage, and have had presentations from two suppliers. It is hoped that a presentation 
from a third supplier can be arranged for the next Parish Council meeting. One supplier 
suggested setting up a demonstration of their system in action. If this can be arranged, it will 
be open to the public, so that everyone who is interested can see it. 
The Chairman reported that a meeting has been held with a representative from Wiltshire 
Council and one from Persimmon Homes about the management of Bourne Way. All 
elements will be looked after by a management agency, so they will not become the 
responsibility of the Parish Council. The second half of Seymour Pond will be transferred to 
Parish Council ownership. Once that happens, the Parish Council intends to tidy it, and 
develop it as a nature area. 

 The consultation on the proposed 20mph limit in the east of Burbage is taking place now. 
Any comments should be sent to Wiltshire Council. 
There is still a lack of Parish Councillors. The Parish Council currently has 4 vacancies, and 
the Chairman asked anyone who might be interested to contact either him or the Clerk. 

 The Chairman finished his introduction by asking the village to notify the Parish Council of 
any problems within the parish, by contacting the Clerk. If there are issues with items or 
services looked after by Wiltshire Council then people are asked to report them directly to 
Wiltshire Council via the MyWiltshire webpage. 

 
 Questions: 
 Mrs Christina Stewart expressed concerns about the speed that traffic comes off the A338 

Grafton Road on to Eastcourt Road. She enquired whether there was any plan to reduce the 
speed limit along that stretch of Grafton Road, so that traffic wasn’t going from 50mph to 
20mph. The Chairman has raised the issue of safety at that junction with Wiltshire Council, 
who are looking at it. 

 
 



2 Burbage News  
 Gavin Ketchen said that there was not going to be a village Gala Week this year, but there 

are plans to organise a garage and car boot sale. He has arranged an evening’s 
entertainment on Saturday 19th October, with the return of GreenMatthews performing 
Witty Ditties, a history of musical comedy. There will only be 80 tickets available for this 
event, so early booking is recommended. 
Burbage News are looking for photos that can be used on the magazine cover, and are also 
looking for more article for the magazine.  

 
3 Wiltshire Police 
 PCSO Paul Whiteside outlined the problem areas which the police have noted in Burbage 

over the last year. There have been opportunist burglaries of sheds and outbuildings. There 
have also been instances of houses being broken into, where car keys have been taken, and 
the cars have then also been stolen. The advice from the police is to lock all doors and 
windows, including back doors leading into gardens. It is also a good idea to put up CCTV 
warning signs. 

 There have been instances of drug use in the local area.  
 Paul was asked if the police could keep a particular eye on the playground and the church 

porch. There is evidence that both areas are being used by groups for drinking. 
 Burbage is in need of volunteers for Speedwatch, which the police find can be very effective 

in helping to reduce speeding in the local area.  
 
4 Wiltshire Council 
 Cllr Wheeler reported that he has sent the Wiltshire Council report to the Clerk, and that it 

has been published on Wiltshire Council’s website. This outlines what Wiltshire Council has 
been working on over the past year, and what its plans are for the coming year.  

  Councillor Wheeler said that Oxenwood has been saved from closure. In addition to its main 
purpose, it will be used to give breaks to young carers. This will increase its use, as well as 
providing a very valuable service. 

 Wiltshire Council should soon be getting the Section 106 money for the Persimmon 
development, and Burbage will receive funds from this for projects providing community 
benefits. Grants have also been given to the cricket club and the Scouts from Wiltshire 
Council funding. 
 The full Wiltshire Council report will be published on the Parish Council website. 

 
5 Burbage Tennis Club 
 Andrew Gordon outlined what Burbage Tennis Club has been doing over the last year or so. 

The club has very good courts, but club membership has been declining for the last few 
years. This means that there are always tennis courts available for anyone who wants to 
play informally, with friends, but the club would like to attract new members. As Bourne 
Way started to be occupied, the tennis club offered a year’s free membership to families. 
There was some take up, but none of the participants converted to becoming paying 
members at the end of the year. The club also lost its tennis coaches. As there was a very 
keen group of 4-7 year olds who did still want to play, Mr Gordon managed to arrange for 
the coach at Pewsey Club/Marlborough College to take it on. The coach is also coaching an 
adult group through the summer. Pewsey Tennis Club will be borrowing some of the courts 
to play their men’s matches on, to increase use of the facility, and to free up courts at 



Pewsey for casual players. The Burbage club is ideal for people who want to play social 
tennis, or compete in the lower leagues. They are affiliated to British Tennis (formerly the 
Lawn Tennis Association), and do play in the local leagues. New members would be warmly 
welcomed. 

 
6 Burbage Primary School 
 The Chair of the Governing Body, Chris Stewart, gave an update on Burbage School. Beck 

Stubbs has been Principal of the school since early last year, alongside remaining as Principal 
at her own school in Easton Royal. Over the last year, the SATS results have all been above 
average. A new behaviour policy has been put in place, which has been very successful. It 
had been noted that the children needed to do more writing, so focus has been put on 
increasing that. A “nurture room” has been created for the children to use when they need 
it; and a buddy scheme has been put in place in the playground. There is also a “worry 
monster”, which allows children to write down what is worrying them, and then post it in 
the monster’s mouth. The school premises have also been improved. The pre-school 
now falls under the wing of the primary school, and there are 24 children a day attending 
that. 

 The school has a very active PTA, who have raised enough funds to provide big touch 
screens for each classroom. The school also now has 30 laptops, which gives one for each 
child in the class for those lessons. A new server and wifi are being bought. 
As things are now on a very good footing, Beck Stubbs is stepping down to concentrate on 
Easton Royal, and a new Principal is being recruited for Burbage. 

 
7 Burbage Village Hall 

Allan Masey presented an update on the progress of the Village Hall. The water problems 
have gone away since the roof and guttering were fixed; and the Village Hall are raising an 
insurance claim for the water damage. They are intending to redecorate in the near future, 
which will remove all signs of the former damage. Grant applications have been made to 
gain the funding to replace the front doors. A donation has been received from BEAM for 
window screening in the foyer. This will be done when the doors are replaced. Any grant 
funding has to be matched, so the committee are running fundraising events. There has 
been a fashion show, race nights, and stargazing. A jumble sale is being held on 6th July. The 
committee would like more people to attend these fund raisers, to help maintain the Village 
Hall; and would also like suggestions for further fund raising events. 
The committee has been approached by a football club about the possible hire of Barn 
Meadow for their juniors. There is some concern about the level of dog poo on the 
Meadow, and the committee would urge all dog owners to be responsible and pick up after 
their dogs.  
Any additional help on the committee would be very welcome. 
Questions: 
Councillor Terry asked if a ramp would be installed at the front of the building when the new 
doors were being put in. Mr Masey said that a ramp there would impinge too much on the 
car park. It was felt that the side door would be a better point of access for disabled visitors. 
 
The Scouts and the Brownies were not able to attend the meeting, and no-one was 
available from Tottenham House 
 



8 First Responders and Raizer Chair 
 Dawn Wilson attended on behalf of the Pewsey Area Board, to talk about the fund raising 

efforts to provide a Raizer chair for the First Responders in this area. The First Responders 
are not part of the ambulance service, and are not funded by it. They are specially trained 
volunteers, and their kit is provided via donations. Their role is to attend a reported casualty 
quickly, and assess if an ambulance is needed. The Raizer chair allows them to easily lift a 
fallen person, and then to see if they are injured and require further treatment. The 
Chairman asked the meeting if it would support Burbage Parish Council making a donation 
towards buying another Raizer chair for this area. There was unanimous support, but Dawn 
said that this area is now covered, and is not in immediate need of another chair. 

 Dawn went on to say that Pewsey Community Area Partnership (PCAP) support local groups, 
who can apply to them for funding. Funds have been given to supply special chairs in some 
village halls, which are of help to people with hip replacements. It can also give funding to 
youth groups, or for youth activities. There is a mobile youth club in the “Blue Bus”, and 
Dawn is trying to arrange for it to visit Burbage. 

 
9 Summing Up 
 Cllr Colling thanked everyone for coming, He advised any group needing funding to try 

applying to the Pewsey Area Board.  
 
10 Questions 

There being no questions, the meeting finished at 20.50 hrs with the Chairman thanking all 
participants. 

  

 


